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Introduction 

In accordance with the Regulations of the Executive Board of the 

International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea in the Republic of Kazakhstan 

(hereinafter referred to as the EB IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan), the main 

goal of its activities is to assist in solving urgent problems and coordinate practical 

measures to improve the water management, socio-economic and environmental 

situation in the Kazakhstani part of the Aral Sea basin. 

EB IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan is a regional body of the Executive 

Committee of IFAS working on permanent basis. In accordance with the 

Agreement on the Status of IFAS and its organizations, approved by the Heads of 

Central Asian states dated April 09, 1999 and ratified by the Law of the Republic 

of Kazakhstan on November 8, 2010, the EB IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan 

holds the status of an international organization with corresponding immunities 

and privileges. 

In the context of the established goal, it focuses on the solving of the 

following tasks: 

 ensuring the practical implementation of the decisions of the Heads of 

States of Central Asia, the President of the Fund, the Board of IFAS and 

the Executive Committee of IFAS (EC IFAS) on the problems of the Aral 

Sea basin in the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan; 

 implementation of projects and programs in the Aral Sea basin; 

 attraction of financial and other funds from international and regional 

organizations and foundations, financial institutions, donor countries, 

foreign and domestic business structures and ensuring their intended use; 

 assistance in the work of the Interstate Commission for Water 

Coordination (ICWC) and the Interstate Commission for Sustainable 

Development (ICSD); 

 preparation of materials for the meetings of the IFAS Board and the EC 

IFAS. 

The activities of EB IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan are carried out in 

the following areas: 

- cooperation with the relevant state bodies and departments, local 

executive bodies; 

- interaction with research and design institutes, universities, leading 

experts in the water industry, industrial associations, as well as investors; 

- partnership with international and regional organizations, financial 

institutions and the donor community. 

Current ecological state of the Aral Sea and its impact on neighbouring 

countries 
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Over the past 40-45 years, the level of the Aral Sea has dropped by 22 

meters, the area of the water surface has decreased by almost 4 times, and the 

volume of water has decreased by 10 times, while the salinity of water has reached 

about 70 g/l. and the Aral Sea has eventually became a “dead sea”. The sea was 

divided into several independent water bodies and by the 90s of the last century it 

retreated from its old shores by 100-150 kilometres in many places. 

Totally over 5.4 million hectares (54 thousand km2) has turned into a salt 

desert, of which about 2.0 million hectares (20 thousand km2) located in the 

territory of Kazakhstan. The desert has become a source of salt aerosols carried out 

into the Earth’s atmosphere, and tens of millions of tons of finely dispersed salty 

dust and poisonous salt, and sand rise annually from the bottom of the dead sea, 

thus forming salt-dust clouds, carried over colossal distances. 

In the Aral Sea, billions of tons of toxic salts have accumulated, which got 

here along with the water after washing out the agricultural fields. This 

circumstance, as well as the death of almost all spawning grounds, led to a 

catastrophic reduction in the fish population, which accounted for about 200 

species. The local fishing industry, which once employed about 60,000 people, was 

almost destroyed and disappeared. 

Due to millions of tons of sand, dust, poisonous aerosols rising annually 

from the drained bottom of the Aral Sea and falling down onto irrigated fields, 

pastures and orchards, the land productivity is reducing, and some farm lands are 

becoming out of agricultural use. Such ecological situation has also a negative 

impact on the health of local people. Therefore, big efforts were paid on combating 

salt-dust transfer, at fixing moving sands and thus reducing this negative impact on 

the environment. 

In order to fix the sands on the exposed seabed, several thousand hectares of 

saxaul and other unpretentious plants are planted here every year, easily tolerating 

the conditions of a semi-desert and desert climate. As a result, forests in the 

Kazakhstani part of the drained bottom of the Aral Sea (ODAM) have covered an 

area of almost 300 thousand hectares, including plantations appeared due to self-

reproduction. 

The Great Aral Sea located in the south is dying. The growth of salinity in it 

has accelerated and today it may even exceed 150 g/liter, and in the foreseeable 

future the return of the Aral Sea to its former state is unlikely. 

Some experts argue that the tongues of the toxic mixture, rising from the 

bottom of the drying sea, settle over a vast territory: from the Tien Shan in the east 

to Scandinavia in the west of Europe. Hundreds of thousands of people breathe 

with poisonous air. Salty dust with an impenetrable film covers high-mountain 

glaciers that give rise to many rivers. This adversely affects the quality of the 



4 
 

water, which ultimately ends up in water supply networks and wells, even 

thousands of kilometres from the source, not to mention the inhabitants of coastal 

areas. 

Moreover, in order to obtain high yields of cotton, rice and other agricultural 

crops, a large amount of mineral fertilizers and pesticides are applied, some of 

which do not even decompose in nature, and therefore pose an even greater danger 

to humans. All this poison, a mixture of pesticides and herbicides, from fields with 

water gets into the Syrdarya river, and finally into the Aral sea, seeping into the 

ground and underground waters, which are used for drinking and household needs. 

The most sensitive to this factor is the Kyzylorda region, because it located in the 

downstream of the Syrdarya river. 

In addition, in recent decades, the oil and uranium mining industries have 

developed extensively in the region, with all the ensuing negative consequences. 

The situation is aggravated by the negative impact of the Baikonur launch 

site, which performs 30 percent of all space launches from Earth annually. 

According to scientists, combustion products and unburned remnants of rocket fuel 

and oxidizers, when dropped from a height of 20-100 km, are spread out for 

hundreds of kilometers and settle over areas of thousands of square kilometres. It 

shall be noted that the processes of self-cleaning of landscapes from propellant 

components normally take 10 or more years. It adversely effects on the health of 

human being: for example, heptyl, penetrating into the human body through the 

lungs, gastrointestinal tract and skin, affects the immune, cardiovascular, lymphatic 

systems, blood and liver. Radioactive pollution of the environment, the 

accumulation of heptyl and its decay products lead to a decrease in fertility, an 

increase in congenital anomalies, diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs, 

the endocrine system and many other diseases. 

In the process of research conducted by the national leading research 

institutes, all examined children (6 thousand) were found to have minor 

developmental anomalies, secondary immunodeficiency and other pathologies. 

Half of children have problems with the cardiovascular, central nervous, and 

urinary systems. Almost all children have problems with the respiratory system, 

hepatobiliary system and digestive system. The rates of infant mortality, stillbirth 

and maternal mortality are high. Moreover, the rate of stillbirth due to congenital 

anomalies of development has doubled over 10 years from 10.8% in 2005 to 23.7% 

in 2015. The prevalence of cardiovascular diseases increased 1.6 times, diabetes 

mellitus 3 times, infantile cerebral palsy 2.7 times, bronchial asthma in children 

aged 0 to 14 years - almost 2 times. 

According to the results of the studies of the soil, water and air, the excess of 

harmful chemical elements is observed throughout the territory, in all districts of 
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the Kyzylorda region, even in those areas that are legally classified as zones of 

relative ecological well-being and are located more than 400 km from the Aral Sea. 

Accordingly, the composition of the blood of the inhabitants of the region 

changes, especially it concerns children. The indices of vital elements are sharply 

reduced, iron deficiency anemia is observed, the content of elements that 

negatively affect the growing body of the child increases. 

Lack of water resources and poor quality of drinking water, land 

degradation, climatic changes, an increase of diseases among the population, 

primarily children, shall be considered as a complex of associated socio-economic 

and demographic problems, the cruel realities faced by the inhabitants of the Aral 

Sea region. 

Taking into account that natural ecosystems do not have administrative and 

state borders, it should be argued that the environmental problems of the 

Kazakhstani part of the Aral Sea region are identical with those of the Republic of 

Karakalpakstan and the Dashoguz velayat of Turkmenistan. 
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The Program of Action to Assist the Countries of the Aral Sea Basin 

(ASBP) is a synthesis of regional cooperation in solving pressing issues of the 

Aral Sea Basin 

On August 24, 2018, the Heads of the IFAS Founding States confirmed that 

over 25 years of work, the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea has become 

a universal platform for interaction between the countries of the region to address 

water management, environmental and socio-economic aspects in the Aral Sea 

basin. 

In the framework of IFAS, regional cooperation is understood as interaction 

and exchange of experience of interested regional parties in solving current and 

future tasks related to mitigating the consequences of the Aral Sea crisis. These 

objectives cover such aspects as ineffective water resources management, the need 

to adapt the local population to climate change, a growing population and, as a 

result, an increasing consumption of water, energy, food and environmental 

degradation. It should also be emphasized that regional cooperation is recognized 

throughout the world as an essential element of sustainable human development. 

Countries alone will not be able to overcome today’s challenges. 

Cooperation in the sphere of IFAS activities is aimed at implementing joint 

practical actions and promising programs to overcome the consequences of the 

Aral crisis, improve the ecological and socio-economic situation in the Aral Sea 

basin. 

One of the important indicators of the success of the regional work of IFAS 

is the development and implementation of the Action Programs to assist the 

countries of the Aral Sea Basin (ASBP) and to date, three Programs have been 

successfully implemented. 

In accordance with the Decision of the IFAS Board dated January 30, 2018 

and the Joint Communiqué of the Heads of the IFAS Founding States dated August 

24, 2018, the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan takes an 

active part in the process of developing the ASBP-4. 

The EB IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan took into account the 

unrealized projects of the ASBP-3, formed and sent to the interested ministries 

regional project proposals for the ASBP-4 and proposals for improving the 

activities of the IFAS. 
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Activities to address topical issues of the Kazakh part of the Aral Sea 

region 

January 6, 2020 Working meeting with representatives of the National 

Center for Space Research and Technology (Almaty city) 

During the meeting, the two parties discussed the possibilities of joint 

cooperation in the implementation of promising projects using modern 

technologies for remote sensing of the Earth, interpretation and correlation with 

field data. 

In particular, the project “Development of methods for remote assessment of 

the current ecological state of the Kazakhstani part of the Aral Sea region, as a 

high-risk zone, based on actual satellite information of various resolutions of 

cartographic and ground data” was discussed. 

January 8, 2020 Working meeting with representatives of the World Bank, 

Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan (Nur-Sultan city) 

The Executive Board of IFAS in Kazakhstan is the main partner of the 

World Bank in the development of the project “Regional development and 

restoration of the northern part of the Aral Sea in Kazakhstan”. 

The project will include three major components (with a WB loan): 

Сomponent 1. Improvement of water infrastructure and improvement of the 

hydrological regime in the SAM (Northern Aral Sea) -Syr Darya river basin, 

creation of solid foundations for both ecological restoration and economic and 

social development in the region. 

Сomponent 2. Supporting sustainable economic, social and environmental 

activities in the Kyzylorda region. 

Сomponent 3. Improvement of information database and IWRM, regional 

planning and project management. 

January 17, 2020 Working meeting with representatives of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany, the Embassy of the Federal 

Republic of Germany in the Republic of Kazakhstan and the General Consulate of 

the Federal Republic of Germany in Almaty (Almaty city) 

During the Working meeting, possible ways to attract German investors to 

the agro-industrial complex of Kazakhstan were discussed. A set of problematic 

issues were presented, where foreign investors could be interested. 

The agro-industrial complex is one of the important sectors of the economy, 

which ensures the food and economic security of the country, the sustained level of 

employment and potential for rural areas to be occupied by dwellers. 
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The agro-industrial complex in Kazakhstan has good prospects for further 

development: the export positions in terms of the oilseed and meat are 

strengthening, while in terms of grain and flour, Kazakhstan very shortly became 

one of the major exporters in the world. Kazakhstan’s membership in the Eurasian 

Economic Union (EAEU) and the World Trade Organization (WTO) opens wide 

opportunities in both domestic and foreign markets, but at the same time, demands 

to match to high standards in competitiveness of the market. In this regard, the role 

of state regulation in the agro-industrial complex is extremely important. 

In general, the agro-industrial complex of Kazakhstan can be subdivided into 

three big so to say “whales”: (i) livestock, (ii) crop production and (iii) processing 

industry of agricultural products. In turn, these areas of agriculture are based on 

water and land resources, where the rational and careful use of these resources 

predetermines the effective and sustainable development of the entire agricultural 

sector. The entire agricultural complex requires the introduction of modern 

technologies. 

In the field of crop production, 16 topical issues were considered, of which 

priority is: “Low level of technical and technological equipment of agricultural 

producers”. 

In the area of livestock, 13 problematic issues were discussed, with the focus 

on: “Untimely provision of regions with farm animals identification means 

(products) and attributes”. 

As for aquaculture, two issues were highlighted: “Lack of specialized feed 

supply to private fish farms” and “Lack of information and consulting support for 

entrepreneurs with modern fish farming technologies”. 

For the development of organic production, four constraining factors were 

identified, of which the one was highlighted: “The lack of special laboratories in 

the country to determine the quality of products”. 

Nine urgent issues were raised in the water industry, of which two were 

specified: “Unsatisfactory state of water accounting and insufficient stimulation of 

water saving” and “Low efficiency of water reuse and recycling in industry”. 

In the area of agricultural land use, five problematic issues were discussed, 

of which the following question was noted: “Lack of good-quality report/data on 

soil and geobotanical survey of agricultural land and soil appraisal”. 

January 23-24, 2020 Meeting of the Educational and Methodological 

Association in respect of 6В074 specialty: “Water Management” in Taraz city on 

the elaboration of Educational programs and curricula based on Professional 

Standards on Water Management. 
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January 27-30, 2020 Approval of the final report on Professional Standards 

at the meeting of the Project Management Group of the Ministry of Labor and 

Social Protection of the Population of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

January 28, 2020 Speech at the Berlin High-level Meeting on the results of 

the implementation of programs within the framework of the “Water Initiative for 

Central Asia” (Berlin Process) and discussion of ways to implement the new 

European Union initiative for Central Asia “Green Central Asia” for the period 

2020-2030 (Berlin). 

At the Berlin high-level meeting, a portfolio of projects and ways to improve 

the environmental conditions of the Aral Sea region were presented. 

February 6-8, 2020 Participation in advanced training of water management 

specialists in the Kazakhstan Research and Development Institute of Water 

Management (KazNIIVodkhoz), Taraz city 

Today, an urgent task for the countries of Central Asia is the unification of 

the regulatory framework in the field of water management, strengthening and 

expanding interstate cooperation in, as well as activating the process of raising 

qualifications, improving the knowledge and skills of experts in the water sector. 

Therefore, holding training seminars at the International Training Center (ITC) for 

the Safety of Hydraulic Structures is an urgent and necessary event. From February 

2013 to the present day, about 230 water specialists from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 

and Tajikistan have been trained at the ITC. 

February 12-14, 2020 Participation in the International High Level Meeting 

between the European Union and Central Asia (Brussels) 

At the 9th meeting of the EU-CA Working Group on Environment and 

Climate Change (WGECC), issues were discussed on the implementation of the 

third phase of the regional project “European Union - Central Asia: Cooperation in 

the Field of Water Resources, Environment and Climate Change” (WECOOP). 

It should be noted that this is the first meeting since the 6th EU-CA High 

Level Conference on Cooperation in the Field of Environment and Water 

Resources, which took place in Tashkent (Uzbekistan) in January 2019. The final 

document, prepared by the co-chairs of the Conference, contains the priority areas 

of work of the Platform and its Working Group: 

 Environmental management, circular economy and sustainable 

consumption and production; 

 Adaptation to climate change and mitigation of its consequences; 

 Water resources management; 

 Cross-cutting issues. 
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The platform for cooperation in the field of environmental protection and 

water resources was created at the EU-CA High Level Conference in Rome (Italy) 

in 2009. The platform is a framework for cooperation for the EU Strategy for 

Central Asia, agreed with the Central Asian states. The Platform’s priorities were 

first agreed at the 3rd EU-Central Asia High Level Conference in Rome in 2009 

and subsequently reaffirmed at the High Level Conferences in Bishkek (2013), 

Milan (2015) and Tashkent (2019). 

The ongoing WECOOP project aims to improve policy on the environment, 

climate change and water resources in Central Asia through its convergence with 

EU standards, as well as to stimulate investment in relevant sectors of the economy 

in order to contribute to the achievement of tangible reductions in pollution caused 

by human activities, including emissions of CO2. 

The Project activities include support to the Platform and the OEWG. The 

project aims to develop, increase the effectiveness and awareness of the Platform’s 

activities through regular high-level meetings and joint expert working groups, as 

well as other special events. The Project Implementation Unit serves as the 

technical secretariat for the Platform and the OEWG and is responsible for the 

practical organization of the meetings. 

February 24-27, 2020 Working meetings with representatives of the state 

enterprise of the Slovak Republic “Vodohospodarska Vystavba (Water Resources 

Management)” on safety of hydraulic structures (Almaty and Taraz cities) 

Within the framework of the new Strategy “European Union and Central 

Asia: New Opportunities for Stronger Partnerships” and the regional project “Dam 

Safety in Central Asia: Capacity Building and Regional Cooperation”, the partners 

in Central Asia develop cooperation with the state enterprise of the Slovak 

Republic “Vodohospodarska Vystavba”. 

During a working visit of representatives of “Vodohospodarska Vystavba”, 

full-scale monitoring of hydraulic structures was carried out for the development of 

a dam safety system and the installation of small hydropower plants. 

February 25 - March 5, 2020 Organization of a visit of the World Bank 

mission to the Aral Sea region (Kazakhstan) 

The visit was aimed at the discussion of the mechanisms for the 

implementation of the Project “Regional development and restoration of the 

northern part of the Aral Sea in Kazakhstan (Р170187)” (Kyzylorda region). 

World Bank representatives conducted working meetings with local 

executive bodies of Kyzylorda oblast, representatives of the water industry, 

scientists and designers. 
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The purpose of the mission is to assist the Committee on Water Resources 

and Akimat of Kyzylorda Oblast in preparing the project, including (i) preliminary 

identification of investment subprojects of Component 2 of the Project, (ii) 

preparation of terms of reference (TOR) for the development of a feasibility study 

for the Project, and (iii) other ToRs for research to be completed prior to project 

appraisal, such as the preparation of Socio-Economic Principles and the 

Stakeholder Engagement Document. 

The Mission discussed the mechanisms for the implementation of the Project 

and the next steps for preparing the Project, as well as a strategy for the timely 

establishment of constructive dialogue and feedback with stakeholders, including 

countries located in the Aral Sea basin. 

During March 2020, the Matrix of sub-projects for Regional Development 

and Rehabilitation of the Northern Aral Sea was compiled in three components 

(please refer to the event dated January 8, 2020). 

March 2, 2020 Participation in the international conference dedicated to the 

75th anniversary of the UN (UN Regional Hub in Almaty city) 

It should be noted that all sub-regional and regional UN offices previously 

deployed in Almaty moved to the new office: UN Regional Hub in Almaty city. 

The new UN office building has a total area of 28,348 sq. meters, equipped 

with advanced technology and furniture. It includes the UN agency office and the 

administrative block. For the convenience of employees, the parking was equipped 

on two levels. 

The facility was built to meet the high security requirements of UN agencies 

around the world. 

“… Our partnership with and within the UN system has yielded significant 

results. Over the past three decades, Kazakhstan has been represented in all major 

UN bodies, including the Security Council, pursuing a number of priority tasks. 

For better coordination of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 

Central Asia and Afghanistan, we intend to create a UN regional center in Almaty, 

- said the President of Kazakhstan“. 

March 5-6, 2020 Participation in the work of the Kazakhstan part of the 

Working Group on finalizing the national part of the Strategic Action Program 

(SAP) for the Shu and Talas river basins. 

March - April 2020 A document on stakeholder engagement was prepared 

jointly with experts of the World Bank, in accordance with Environmental and 

Social Standard No. 10 “Stakeholder Engagement and Disclosure Information” of 
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the World Bank as part of the preparation of the documentation for the Regional 

Development and Rehabilitation of the Northern Aral Sea Project. 

In the document on stakeholder engagement, identification and analysis of 

stakeholders was carried out, as well as the nature, scope and frequency of 

stakeholder participation, timing of consultations with stakeholders, ways of 

providing information to stakeholders, procedure for handling complaints and 

responding to them; reporting to stakeholders. 

June 15, 2020 Participation in the meeting on dam safety in Central Asia 

(Geneva – Central Asia, online) 

Ensuring the safety of hydraulic structures refers to a specific area of 

interdepartmental and interstate activities, in which a large number of control and 

supervisory bodies and services, ministries, national companies, local government 

bodies and other owners with water facilities for various purposes are involved. 

The interaction between them is a complex issue, and its systemic solution requires 

legislative support, highly professional knowledge and responsibility, a clear 

organization of monitoring the conditions of structures, and prompt emergency 

response. All this together will contribute to strengthening the responsibility of the 

owner of the structure and the reliability of the functioning of hydraulic facilities, 

including transboundary ones, and strengthening interstate cooperation with 

neighbouring states. 

Emergencies cause the need for system monitoring, establishing proper 

supervision of hydraulic structures, improving the skills and knowledge of water 

specialists, as well as the development and improvement of the regulatory 

framework in the field of safety of hydraulic structures. Therefore, the agenda of 

the meeting on the safety of hydraulic structures in Central Asia included the 

question of resuming the process on the regional Agreement “On cooperation in 

the field of safety of hydraulic structures in Central Asia”1. 

June 18, 2020 Presentation of a fish protection device on the Kokaral dam  

The presentation was held with the participation of the Ambassador of 

Germany, representatives of the Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Nature 

Resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the local government administration of 

the Kyzylorda region, Aral district and etc. 

Within the framework of the Berlin Water Initiative the project “Ensuring 

the safety, preservation and development of fish stocks in the Northern Aral Sea 

region. Development of the potential of the Aral-Syrdarya Basin Council” was 

                                                           
1 https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/areas-work-convention/projects-central-asia/capacity-building-
cooperation-dam-safety-central-asia 
 

 

https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/areas-work-convention/projects-central-asia/capacity-building-cooperation-dam-safety-central-asia
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/areas-work-convention/projects-central-asia/capacity-building-cooperation-dam-safety-central-asia
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implemented in the first half of 2020 on the grant funds of the German Society for 

International Cooperation (GIZ). The project ensured to save about 4 thousand tons 

of fish (about 53 million adults) and 1 thousand tons of juveniles (30 million fish). 

July - August 2020 Field visits, financial reports under the GIZ program 

During the period, work was carried out to monitor the operation and 

maintenance of the fish protection device on the Kokaral dam, monitor the 

dynamics of fish resources in the upstream and downstream of the dam structure. 

August 5, 2020 Participation in an online meeting on the Project for 

Regional Development and Restoration of the Northern Part of the Aral Sea  

The meeting was organized by experts of the World Bank, jointly with the 

Committee of Water Resources of the Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Natural 

Resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

The meeting discussed Component 1 of the Project “Improvement of water 

infrastructure and hydrological regime in the basin of the Northern part of the Aral 

Sea and Syrdarya river” and Component 2 of the Project “Creation of the most 

important conditions for environmental restoration and socio-economic 

development of the region, support of sustainable economic, social and 

environmental activities in Kyzylorda oblast through a number of catalytic 

investments”. 

As a result of the meeting, specialists of the EB IFAS in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan provided a justification for the inclusion of sub-projects in Component 

2, as well as an assessment of their compliance with the Strategic and program 

documents of the Republic of Kazakhstan, including the Comprehensive Plan of 

Socio-Economic Development of the Kyzylorda Region for 2019 - 2022. 

August 12, 2020 Participation in an online meeting for Regional 

Development and Restoration of the Northern Part of the Aral Sea Project 

The meeting was organized by experts of the World Bank and attended by 

representatives of the Water Resources Committee of the Ministry of Ecology, 

Geology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan, as well as the 

Akimat of the Kyzylorda Region. 

The meeting discussed Component 3 of the Project “Improving the 

information base and integrated water resources management, regional planning 

and project management”. 

It was decided that through the national sector and basin organizations, the 

platform will ensure the collection and dissemination of data (observations and 

surveys at sites and beyond the Earth’s surface), the development of modelling 

tools, decision support mechanisms and knowledge products. 
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Such approach will allow the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan to 

clarify the information on climate risks (collection and compilation of data), which 

is necessary for risk-based planning, taking into account the need to adapt to 

climate change, and to ensure the dissemination of information on climate risks, 

disaster risks and follow-up actions in the relevant sectors. 

The specialists of the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan assessed the compliance of Component 3 with the main Strategies, 

Programs and Development Plans of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

August 25, 2020 Working meeting on water and energy consortium WEC 

CA (Nur-Sultan city) 

The issues on the development of mechanisms for increasing the efficiency 

and mutually beneficial use of water resources in Central Asia were considered at 

the meeting. It is well known that due to ineffective management and cooperation 

in the water sector of Central Asia, countries lose about $ 7 billion. 

The proposal to create the International Water and Energy Consortium of 

Central Asian Countries (IWEC) was initiated in accordance with the decision of 

the Interstate Council of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan “On practical 

measures to further deepen the economic integration of the states - parties to the 

Treaty on the creation of a single economic space” (July 24 1997, Cholpon-Ata 

city) and the Concept on the principles of interaction between the Republic of 

Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic and the Republic of Uzbekistan on the creation 

of international consortia. 

On December 12, 1997, in Akmola city (former name of Nur-Sultan city), 

during a trilateral meeting, the Presidents of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the 

Kyrgyz Republic and the Republic of Uzbekistan discussed the issues of further 

economic cooperation, the creation of a single market in Central Asia. As a result 

of the meeting, the Concept of cooperation between the three countries on the 

creation of international consortia, involving active economic integration, was 

approved, including the decision to establish the IWEC. On March 17, 1998, the 

Regulation on the IWEC was approved by the decision of three countries 

(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan). 

On March 26, 1998 in Tashkent city at the Interstate Council meeting the 

Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Tajikistan and the 

Republic of Uzbekistan signed the Decision “On the International Water and 

Energy Consortium”. The presidents of the 4 Central Asian countries agreed to 

“create at this stage an International Water and Energy Consortium” and instructed 

the Council of Prime Ministers of the participating States to “prepare and sign an 
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intergovernmental Agreement on the establishment of an International Water and 

Energy Consortium at the next meeting”. 

Thus, initially, the idea of creating the IWEC found understanding and 

support among the leaderships of the three Central Asian republics of the Syrdarya 

river basin. However, at the expert level, the parties could not come to common 

stance, which led to a delay in the implementation of the proposal of the heads of 

state. 

At the Summit of the Heads of States of the Founders of IFAS on August 24, 

2018, the First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.A. Nazarbayev noted the 

importance of coming back to the issue of creating the International Water and 

Energy Consortium of Central Asia. 

On September 23, 2020, at the General Political Debates of the 75th session 

of the UN General Assembly, President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev 

proposed the creation of a Regional Water and Energy Consortium, whose 

activities will be aimed at the rational use of transboundary water resources. 

The head of state also announced his intention to institutionalize the UN 

Regional Center for Sustainable Development Goals in Almaty to coordinate the 

development agenda in Central Asia2. 

August 25, 2020 Participation in the discussion of the draft Agreement with 

the Republic of Uzbekistan on the use and protection of transboundary 

watercourses in the Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan 

At present, the water quality in the Syrdarya river does not meet 

international water quality standards, in particular the EU-2000 WFD. The 

pollution of the transboundary Syrdarya river is caused mainly by the Republic of 

Tajikistan (Karadarya river), the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Republic of 

Kazakhstan. 

In accordance with the index of pollution, the water in Syrdarya river 

throughout its entire running course refers to a moderately polluted water body (3rd 

class, WPI = 1.72-2.06). At all observation points, the main pollutants are sulfates 

in the range of 3.0-3.4 MPC, copper - 3.0 MPC, magnesium - 2.0-2.4 MPC. In the 

area of the city of Kyzylorda, the concentration of iron of a total of 2.2 MPC was 

observed, and on the territory of the Zhosaly town of the Karmakshy rayon, the 

nitrite nitrogen accounted for 2.5 MPC. 

The average annual content of nitrites and phenols in the water of the Syr 

Darya in the area of Kokbulak (border section with Uzbekistan) reaches on 4 MPC, 

                                                           
2  https://www.akorda.kz/ 
 

https://www.akorda.kz/
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while in terms of iron and petroleum products - 1 MPC. In most of the checked 

samples, the content of nitrites exceeds the norm, during the growing season there 

is a significant pollution with pesticides. 

The results of long-term monitoring of the Syrdarya river show that the 

pollution of the watercourse occurs in groups: main ions (mineralization); organic 

matter; biogenic substances; heavy metals; pesticides and herbicides. As a result of 

such pollution, deterioration of water quality is observed in the Aral Sea region. It 

should be emphasized that the Syrdarya river changed its classification of the 

hydrocarbonate class of the calcium group to the sulfate-chloride group of the 

sodium class. It indicates that the technology of the use of water resources 

employed in the aforementioned states does not meet the requirements in terms of 

the protection and rational use of natural resources. 

There is a problem with the exchange of water quality data between states, 

as well as discrepancies in the readings, which complicates the analysis and 

assessment of the current state of the Syrdarya River and the Northern Aral Sea. 

Despite the existing institutions in each of the basin countries responsible for 

monitoring water quality, their work remains scattered, which also impedes the 

receipt of reliable information and analysis of the impact of water quality on the 

environment (ecosystems, natural resources, including fish), public health, and the 

development of the economy as a whole. 

Therefore, the proposed Agreement could support activities aimed at 

creating bilateral institutional mechanisms focused on improving water resources 

management, coordinated enforcement of hydrological and hydrochemical 

regimes. 

August 25-30, 2020 Activities within framework of the “Second Summer 

School on Aral” and the “ESERA” research project 

The activities were carried out jointly with Kazakh-German University and 

“Barsakelmes” State Nature Reserve (Kazakhstani part of the Aral Sea region, 

wetlands, lake systems, drained bottom of the Aral Sea). 

The development of the water sector and sustainable use of natural resources 

can only be ensured if there are qualified personnel capable of solving urgent 

interdisciplinary issues of integrated water resources management and 

environmental protection. 

In Kazakhstan, despite the annual graduation of bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees at 7 universities, there is a shortage of specialists in the water sector that 

meet the requirements of employers. 
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One of the reasons for not meeting the modern requirements of employers is 

the lack of time in the training trajectory for practical and field studies of students 

and undergraduates. 

In this regard, the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan 

together with the Kazakh-German University and “Barsakelmes” the State Nature 

Reserve annually organize demo tours for bachelor students, young scientists, 

undergraduates and PhD students from Central Asia, and from abroad. 

Also with the support of international and regional organizations, various 

thematic and scientific expeditions are annually conducted for water specialists and 

researches of Central Asia. 

This work provides a colossal multiplier effect in the development of 

multilateral cooperation, exchange of experience and establishment of business and 

partnership relations in the region. 

September 9, 2020 Signing of the Memorandum between the EB IFAS in 

the Republic of Kazakhstan and the international project “Central Asia Sustainable 

Innovation Bureau (CASIB)” from the Ministry of Education and Science of 

Germany (Almaty city) 

Within the framework of the new Strategy “European Union and Central 

Asia: New Opportunities for Stronger Partnership” in the spring of 2021, three-

year research work on adaptation of highly profitable and less water-intensive 

crops in the Aral Sea region will begin at the Eco-Aral Scientific and Tourism 

Center. 

At present, the Eco-Aral Scientific and Technical Center is fully functioning 

and is located on 10 hectares of the southern coast of Kamystybas Lake. 

September 10, 2020 Participation in an online meeting on the Project for 

Regional development and restoration of the Northern part of the Aral Sea  

Representatives of the Committee of Water Resources of the Ministry of 

Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Experts 

of the Project Management Group, as well as the Akimat of the Kyzylorda region 

took part at the meeting organized by experts of the World Bank. During the 

meeting, the issue on creating a system for remote monitoring of the environment 

and natural resources of the Aral Sea zone of ecological disaster was discussed. 

This remote monitoring system will provide users with timely and reliable 

information on the state of the environment and natural resources, as well as help 

to assess the effectiveness of taken environmental measures and to prevent 

environmental emergencies. 
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In addition to the above said issue, the sub-project proposals to the second 

and third Components made by the Akimat of the Kyzylorda region and the 

Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan were discussed. 

March - September 2020 Terms of reference for the preparation of a 

feasibility study, design and management of the Regional Development and 

Restoration Project of the Northern part of the Aral Sea  

Throughout of the mentioned period the Executive Board of IFAS in the 

Republic of Kazakhstan, together with experts from the World Bank and the 

Project Management Group, worked on the terms of reference for the preparation 

of a feasibility study, design and management of the Regional Development and 

Restoration Project of the Northern part of the Aral Sea. 

September 10, 2020 Participation in the Nexus - II Project Meeting 

(CAREC Office) 

September 19, 2020 Participation in the environmental action “World 

Cleanliness Day” (Kyzylorda city) 

“On September 19, the traditional largest campaign “World cleanup Day” 

will take place around the world. Millions of people around the world go out on 

this day to clean up public, reserved places from garbage. Last year, the action 

brought together people from 169 countries of the world. I invite Kazakhstanis to 

join the global action this Saturday”, - the Minister of Ecology, Geology and 

Natural Resources wrote on his Twitter page. 

“On this day, throughout the country, volunteers, activists, and social 

activists will clean up natural areas from garbage and plant trees. Everyone can 

join and make their contribution by clearing their yard, a nearby park, a reservoir, 

etc. from household waste“, -  noted Magzum Mirzagaliyev3. 

The Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan, together with 

local executive bodies, environmental NGOs and the population of the Kyzylrda 

region, took an active part in the action “September 19 - World Day of 

Cleanliness”. As a result of the environmental campaign, 135 tons of garbage were 

collected. 

September 21-28, 2020 Field survey: abandoned ships on the Kazakhstani 

side of the Vozrozhdeniye island (Aral region) 

In accordance with the official letter of the regional department “Batys” of 

the Border Service of the National Security Committee of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan No. 15 / 1-1-254 dated January 22, 2020, the Department of 

                                                           
3 https://elorda.info/news/18092020/130015/37225.html 
 

https://elorda.info/news/18092020/130015/37225.html
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Entrepreneurship and Tourism of the Kyzylorda region organized a Working 

Group for further study and use of abandoned ships on Vozrozhdenie Island (Aral 

Sea) for tourism purpose. 

Within September 28-30, 2020 Working Group visited the Kazakhstani part 

of the Vozrozhdenie Island in order to conduct survey and study the opportunities 

for the development of the tourism cluster using the Aral sea as an attraction 

destination. 

Based on the results of the field survey, the Working Group identified a 

huge potential for the development of the tourism cluster, the preservation of the 

historical heritage of the Aral region and the inclusion of the abandoned ships in 

the development zone of scientific, educational and ecological tourism as part of 

the implementation of the State Program for the Development of the Tourism 

Industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2019-2025. 

Tourists from different countries of the world come to the Aral Sea region to 

look at the tragic remains of ships, photographs of which could be found on the 

Internet, but in reality no one can find them. 

It is necessary to adopt the successful experience gained by the neighbouring 

Uzbekistan, where the abandoned ships are preserved and exposed on the shores of 

the dried up sea near Muynak and are open for tourists. It shall be noted that the 

site was visited, in due time, by two UN Secretary Generals: Ban Ki-moon and 

Antonio Guterres. 

At the moment, the Department of Entrepreneurship and Tourism of the 

Kyzylorda region works on the “Open Air Museum”. 

The Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan appealed to the 

Border Service of the National Security Committee of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

with a request to consider the possibilities of: 

- simplified rules and conditions for tourists visiting the border strip on the 

Kazakhstani part of the Vozrozhdenie Island; 

- arranging benchmarks on tourist routes; 

- arranging security (video surveillance, alarm) of the remained abandoned 

ships. 

September 22-23, 2020 Participation in the regional meeting (online) to 

review the studies of the International Center for Water Assessment (IWAC) 

“Water allocation in a transboundary context” and the Regional report “Ecological 

runoff as the basis for the conservation of aquatic and near-water ecosystems” 

issued by the Kazakhstan Agency for Applied Ecology (KAPE )  
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September 23-30, 2020 Participation in the survey of hydraulic structures 

having a status of the interstate use and located on the territory of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan as part of the work of the expert group of Kazakhstan 

In order to develop cooperation in the field of safety of hydraulic structures 

and measures to prevent emergencies in transboundary water basins, working 

groups were formed to jointly monitor hydraulic structures of coastal countries. 

Based on the result of the survey the expert group prepared a report to the Ministry 

of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of Kazakhstan. 

October 2, 2020 Participation in the online seminar “A practical look at the 

processes and gender issues in water resources management in the Central Asian 

region” 

October 8, 2020 Participation in the Round Table organized by Kazakh – 

German University and the World Bank “Competition of breakthrough innovative 

technologies in the field of land restoration in the Aral Sea basin” (Kazakhstan & 

Uzbekistan) 

In this competition, the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan participated as a member of the jury. 

October 14, 2020 Participation in an online meeting with experts from the 

World Bank on supporting regional dialogue in the Aral Sea area, dam safety, 

preparation of a feasibility study, design and management of the Project: Regional 

Development and Rehabilitation of the Northern Aral Sea 

October 15, 2020 Publication in the republican newspaper 

“Kazakhstanskaya Pravda” on the urgent issues of the water industry and the 

problems of the Aral Sea region4 

October 19-23, 2020 Participation in the international online conference 

“Central Asia Climate Change Conference” 

October 25, 2020 Arrangement of social assistance to children of the Aral 

Sea region: delivery of about two tons of fresh apples to children living in the area 

of the ecological disaster of the Aral Sea. 

October 29, 2020 Interview by the КазахЗерно.kz on the questions 

concerning the Aral Sea basin  

The work done over the years of the existence of IFAS, information about 

new projects and plans for the future were highlighted in the answers of Mr. 

Bekniyaz B.K, the Director of the Executive Board of IFAS in the RK5. 

                                                           
4 https://kazpravda.kz/fresh/view/v-soglasii-s-prirodoi 

https://kazakh-zerno.net/
https://kazpravda.kz/fresh/view/v-soglasii-s-prirodoi
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October 30, 2020. Interview by Maira Medeubaeva, a reporter of the e- 

newspaper “Inbusiness.kz” on the issue of the planned exploration of “Tau-Ken-

Samruk” in the Ile river delta6 

November 04, 2020 Meeting with representatives of the Astana 

International Financial Center to discuss promising activities in the field of 

attracting green finance and technologies for the Kazakh part of the Aral Sea 

region 

November 12, 2020 Participation in the work of a regional academic expert 

group to discuss model curricula for the unification of personnel training for 

Central Asia in the specialties “Hydraulic melioration” and “Hydraulic structures”. 

November 15-20, 2020 Preparation and planting of seedlings in the Aral 

Sea region 

The Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan annually 

purchases 100-200 experimental seedlings and plants them in the Aral Sea region. 

November 15, 2020, Launch of an experimental project “Greening the 

drained bottom of the Aral Sea: piloting the closed root system of saxaul 

cultivation” on the basis of this Scientific and Tourism Center “Eco-Aral” within 

the framework of the European Union project “NEXUS Dialogue in Central Asia” 

The main goal of this project is to increase the level of plant survival on the 

drained bottom of the Aral Sea. In particular, options for adapting a number of 

economic crops, such as almonds, pistachios, etc. will be studied. 

November 17, 2020 Gratis delivery of 20 thousand disposable masks to 

Akimat of the Aral region. 

The Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan, with the 

involvement of international organizations, conducts activity on gratis assistance to 

the people in the Aral Sea region (water carriers, school minibuses, etc.) on annual 

basis. 

On November 18-26, 2020, Arrangement of the trip for Mr. Riza Khasanov, 

special correspondent of the public newspaper “Novaya Gazeta” to the 

Kazakhstani part of the Aral Sea region, an interview with Mr. Kenshimov A.K., 

the head of the department of water resources7. 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
5 https://yandex.kz/turbo/kazakh-zerno.net/s/174053-more-spaset-voda/ 

6 https://inbusiness.kz/ru/news/v-tau-ken-samruk-nedoumevayut-pochemu-miir-vydal-im-licenzii-na-
geologorazvedku-na-balhashe 
 

7 https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2020/11/26/88115-krik-arala 
 

https://yandex.kz/turbo/kazakh-zerno.net/s/174053-more-spaset-voda/
https://inbusiness.kz/ru/news/v-tau-ken-samruk-nedoumevayut-pochemu-miir-vydal-im-licenzii-na-geologorazvedku-na-balhashe
https://inbusiness.kz/ru/news/v-tau-ken-samruk-nedoumevayut-pochemu-miir-vydal-im-licenzii-na-geologorazvedku-na-balhashe
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2020/11/26/88115-krik-arala
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November 20, 2020 Work in the Sixth meeting of the Interdepartmental 

Coordination Council on the issues of the National Dialogue on Water Policy of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan (Nur-Sultan city, online). 

This work is being carried out by the International Center for Water 

Assessment (IWAC) 8. 

IWAC was opened in 2017 in Nur-Sultan city, its activities are aimed at 

supporting the Water Convention, strengthening cooperation with international 

organizations on water issues, as well as supporting Kazakhstan during its 

chairmanship in the Water Convention. 

Under present conditions of a progressive shortage of water resources, the 

issue of strengthening transboundary water cooperation for the sustainable 

development of Central Asia is relevant and requires constant comprehensive work 

with the involvement of government agencies and departments, water 

organizations and water users. 

One of the mechanisms of international water law is a unique framework 

document “The Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary 

Watercourses and International Lakes” (“Water Convention”, Helsinki, 1992), 

which for more than a quarter of a century has been a legal and intergovernmental 

platform for transboundary cooperation. 

To date, 41 countries in the world have joined the Water Convention, three 

of them are from Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan), 

thereby confirming their commitment to the use of transboundary watercourses on 

the basis of international water law. 

In accordance with the decision of the UN Economic Commission for 

Europe, on October 10-12, 2018, the Eighth Session of the Meeting of the Parties 

to the Water Convention was held in Nur-Sultan city, which became the first 

meeting of the Parties to the Water Convention in the Asian region. During the 

meeting, Kazakhstan assumed the chairmanship of the Water Convention for the 

period from 2019 to 2021. 

November 24-25, 2020 Work in the International Symposium on 

Environmental Rehabilitation and Management in the Aral Sea, Central Asia 

Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Institute in China. 

The Director of the Executive Board of IFAS in the RK made a report on 

practical measures to address environmental issues in the Kazakhstani part of the 

Aral Sea region. 

                                                           
8 https://iwac.kz/index.php/ru/ 

https://iwac.kz/index.php/ru/
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November 25-27, 2020 Work in the Regional Scientific and Practical 

Conference “Silk Road of Knowledge”, organized by the Kazakh-German 

University with the financial support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Federal Republic of Germany. 

November 25 to December 4, 2020 Interview with B.K. Bekniyaz - 

Director of the Executive Board of IFAS in RK for Berlin Radio. 

A special corispondet of Radio Berlin conducted interviews at the numerous 

requests of Germany’s regular radio listeners. 

Working meetings (interviews) were organized in natural sound mode at the 

office of the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan, on the 

wetlands of the lower reaches of the Syrdarya River, on the Kokaral dam and on 

the drained bottom of the Aral Sea. 

December 1-4, 2020 Organization of a working trip for representatives of 

USAID and the US Embassy in Kazakhstan to the Kazakhstani part of the Aral Sea 

region 

In accordance with USAID’s request on visiting the Kazakhstani part of the 

Aral Sea region and visually getting acquainted with topical issues of the region, a 

trip and working meetings were organized with the Akimat of the Kyzylorda 

region, the Akimat of the Aral region, the Barsakelmes State Nature Reserve, 

environmental NGOs, local entrepreneurs and water management organizations of 

the region. 

The group of guests from USAID and the US Embassy in Kazakhstan 

included: 

Christopher Edwards, USAID Regional Mission Director for Central Asia; 

Ryder Rogers, USAID Director of Economic Development for Central Asia; 

Eric Mayer, US General Consul; 

Brant Beyer, Chief of the Economic Section of the US Embassy. 

December 2, 2020 Participation in the videoconference “Initiatives of the 

President of Turkmenistan to improve the environmental situation in the Aral Sea 

region and their implementation” (Ashgabat city, online) 

The Director of the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan 

made a welcoming speech and noted the great contribution of Turkmenistan during 

the chairmanship in IFAS and the need for further development of regional 

cooperation. 

December 3-4, 2020 Participation in the international scientific-practical 

conference “Integrated use of water and energy resources in Central Asia in the 

context of global climate change” (Dushanbe city, online) 
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In order to further implement the main provisions of the UN General 

Assembly Resolution “International Decade for Action” Water for Sustainable 

Development, 2018–2028” dated December 21, 2016, and a new Resolution at the 

75th session of the UN General Assembly in Dushanbe, an international conference 

was held online, where water-energy and environmental issues of the Aral Sea 

basin were considered. 

December 4, 2020 Work in the international conference “Water security in 

the concept of sustainable development of the agro-industrial complex” (Almaty 

city, KazNAIU, online). 

December 8, 2020 Work in the 25th Aral-Syrdarya Basin Council 

(Kyzylorda, online). 

The meeting discussed applied water management issues: diversification of 

irrigated agriculture, water conservation, activities in the non-growing season, etc. 

December 8, 2020 Work in the 28th meeting of the Commission of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic on the use of interstate water 

facilities on the Shu and Talas rivers. (Taraz city, online). 

The meeting discussed applied water management issues: 

- exchange of operational and quarterly hydrological information 

between the Kyrgyz Republic and the Republic of Kazakhstan in the 

basin of the Shu and Talas rivers; 

- development of a bilateral document on the management and use of 

the Chumysh hydro-technical unit on the Shu River, etc. 

December 9, 2020 Participation in the round table “Youth and SDG-6 as 

accelerators of the Sustainable Development Goals: initiatives in Kazakhstan” 

(Almaty city, online). 

December 10, 2020 Participation in the Pan-Asian workshop on knowledge 

exchange in terms of monitoring and reporting on SDG indicator 6.5.1 “Degree of 

implementation of integrated water resources management” (Jakarta, Stockholm, 

online). 

December 14, 2020 Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding on 

partnership in green finance with the Green Finance Center of the Astana 

International Financial Center. 

The AIFC Green Finance Center9 is a subsidiary of the Astana International 

Financial Center. The shareholders of the Green Finance Center are AIFC 

Administration JSC and the Eurasian Development Bank. The key mission of the 

                                                           
9 www.aifc.kz 

http://www.aifc.kz/
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Center: development and promotion of sustainable financing in Kazakhstan and the 

Central Asian region. 

December 14, 2020 Work at the Second meeting of the Working Group on 

Kazakhstan’s chairmanship of the Bureau of the Convention on the Protection and 

Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Nur-Sultan city, 

online) 

The workshop considered current international activities in the field of water 

resources management, long-term plans: 

- activities carried out under the chairmanship of Kazakhstan in the 

Bureau of the Water Convention; 

- priority directions of the Program of Work of the Water Convention 

2022-2024; 

- Draft Work Plan 2021 of the Working Group chaired by Kazakhstan 

in the Bureau of the Convention on the Protection and Use of 

Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes. 

December 15, 2020 Work in the meeting “The World Competition of 

Breakthrough Technologies 2021: Land restoration in the Aral Sea region” 

(Almaty city, Kazak-German University, online). 

In this competition, the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan participated as a member of the jury. 

December 15, 2020 Participation in a working meeting of representatives of 

the ICSD structures on organizing the preparation of the meeting of the ICSD 

Advisory Council (Tashkent city, online). 

The following issues were discussed at the working meeting: 

- preparation for the meeting of the ICSD Consultative Council by the 

structural divisions of the ICSD in the countries; 

- agreement/adoption of the Regional Environmental Protection 

Program for Sustainable Development of Central Asia in the 

countries; 

- development of a roadmap for the implementation of the above 

mentioned Program in Central Asia; 

- proposals for the agenda of the expected meeting of the ICSD 

Consultative Council. 

December 16-17, 2020 Participation in a virtual training seminar on 

financing cooperation in the field of transboundary water resources and basin 

development 

December 23, 2020 Participation in the discussion of the “Comprehensive 

analysis of the Water Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan with the aim of making 
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amendments and additions taking into account the current state of the water 

economy” 

January-December 2020 Implementation of the project to organize the Aral 

center for the conservation and adaptation of wild animals to the consequences of 

climate change 

The project involves the allocation of a plot of land on the southern coast of 

the Northern Aral Sea and the creation of favourable conditions for the 

development of biodiversity. One ranger post/station has already been erected to 

observe the flora and fauna. At the moment, this territory covers 47 thousand 

hectares, where hunting is prohibited. It is planned to conduct anti-poaching raids 

together with the security forces of the republic, which should have a positive 

effect on reducing the number of illegal hunting and fishing. 
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Conclusion 

In order to implement the Joint Communiqué of the Heads of State of Central 

Asia dated August 24, 2018 voiced in the city of Turkmenbashi and achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG-17), EB IFAS in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan conducts planned work on the implementation of international projects 

in the field of rational use of natural resources in Central Asia, attracting funds 

from the UN organization, international and financial institutions, and assists in the 

work of the Interstate Commission for Water Coordination in terms of allocation of 

water resources in the Aral Sea basin. 

In addition to international and sub-regional activities, the Executive Board of 

IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan implements pilot and applied projects in the 

Aral-Syrdarya water management basin (Kyzylorda and Turkestan regions) in 

respect of the main directions of the Aral Sea Basin Program (ASBP), in particular, 

the integrated use of water resources, ecology and socio-economic issues in Aral 

Sea region with employment of Earth remote sensing. 

The EB IFAS conducts work with the local executive bodies, representatives 

of local communities, individual citizens from ecologically depressed areas and 

socially vulnerable communities on permanent basis. 

It also actively involved in the legislative work of the Parliament of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan and provides its expert opinion in terms of elaborated 

governmental strategic documents. 

The EB IFAS collaborates with the Barsakelmes Nature Reserve, R&D 

Institute of Botany and Phytointroduction, R&D Institute of Fisheries, R&D 

Institute of Rice named under Y. Zhakhaev, R&D Institute of water management, 

etc. The employees of the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan 

spend most of their working time in the field survey and business trips around the 

Aral Sea basin.  

Currently, in the Aral Sea region fully operating are the following institutional 

structures: the Kyzylorda branch office of the Executive Board of IFAS in the 

Republic of Kazakhstan (Kyzylorda), the ARAL Scientific and Tourist Center 

located on the shore of Kamystybash Lake covering an area of 10 hectares, the 

Hunting Farm in the southern part of the Kokaral Peninsula located on the site of 

47 thousand hectares, which transformed into the Biosphere Conservation Center. 

The Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan is a co-founder 

of the Corporate Foundation “International Training Center for the Safety of 

Hydraulic Structures” (ISC) since March 2, 2012. 

In addition, the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan has 

received a status of the founder of the Corporate Foundation “Regional Center of 

Hydrology” since December 11, 2019. 
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The International Center for Water Assessment has been given a status of a 

branch of the Executive Board of IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan since June 

2020. 

Since November 2020, the EB IFAS in the Republic of Kazakhstan has also 

begun to work in respect of activity of the Scientific Information Center of the 

Interstate Commission on Sustainable Development in the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

“A drop of water is more expensive than a grain of gold”: it shall be noted 

that the main factor in the rehabilitation of the Aral Sea is the availability of water. 

It is impossible to return the Aral Sea to its former borders based on the approach 

of least ecological releases in terms of the main rivers of the Aral Sea basin - the 

Amu Darya and the Syr Darya. 

To fill up the sea, it is necessary to allocate at least 60 billion cubic meters of 

water per year, or reduce water consuming by irrigated lands, possibly to empty 

some artificial ponds and reservoirs (following the experience of the USA, Canada, 

etc.). 

Presently, the coastal countries of the Aral Sea basin are not ready for such 

water management approach due to observed trend in population growth, existing 

technology for reclamation and irrigated agriculture, low-efficiency regional 

energy complexes and other factors. 

At the same time, since August 2005, the Northern Aral Sea with a volume of 

27 billion cubic meters has been preserved in Kazakhstan; from this date, about 40 

billion cubic meters of water were discharged into the Big Aral Sea. 

The lake system (wetlands) receives about 1,500 million cubic meters 

annually. 

Since 2012, the Northern Aral Sea and wetlands of the lower reaches of the 

Syr Darya River have been included in the list of protected areas under the Ramsar 

Convention. 

In recent years, the Kokaral dam and the Northern Aral Sea have become a 

real ecological brand on a global scale: representatives of international 

organizations, financial institutions, UN missions, diplomatic missions of the 

leading countries of the world, scientists, students, journalists, filmmakers are all 

very interested in visiting and seeing the return of the Aral Sea !! 


